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1. Please describe your project.

The proposed project will involve the scanning, transcription and hypertext markup of letters written home to the U.S. from expatriates living, working and/or studying abroad, with the goal of presenting not only the digital texts of the content, but also the geographic, historical and personal relationships that they directly describe and indirectly convey. People, places, significant events and other relevant conceptual entities will be marked up using a custom tagging system that links references within the letters to the entities in the database. This will allow for the presentation of relationships revealed within the letters in a wide variety of visualizations such as world maps, timelines, social network diagrams, etc.

2.  Describe the significance of this project to the IU community and beyond.  Will this complement or enhance other digital resources?
Perhaps most importantly, libraries that support genealogical and/or social networking research to any substantial extent may find such letters to be important for developing social connections in decades prior to the advent of online social networking tools. Relationships within the U.S. might be more easily researched due to secondary and post-secondary school relationships, marriages, family, residence, and so forth, but international relationships are harder to analyze in the decades between the earlier 20th Century (when) and the advent of online social networking in more recent years (1990-present).
The immediate usefulness of the project to Indiana University is limited, although the letters may convey some impression of the general experience of settling into a foreign country, and social, cultural and economic adaptations required in order to transition into life abroad. International Programs advisors and administrators may find the letters useful for researching and sharing a variety of impressions of life abroad from not the individuals who worked and studied out of the country, but those that they brought with them, as shown in the letters that accompany this proposal, written by the wife of an expatriate employee living abroad for five years. Similarly, the broader internationally-oriented and business-minded community may find these letters of interest when considering the effect that moving abroad has on expatriate families, both for individual consideration and institutional training and orientation purposes.

3. Describe current and potential users.  Is there faculty, library, or departmental interest and support for digitizing these materials for either research or teaching purposes?  

The project was conceived with genealogical and social networking relevance in mind. Users would most likely find the information that is presented relevant for research into recent family history and international relationships that are not necessarily easily documented using traditional records such as land ownership, marriage licenses, birth and death certificates and so on. Although the letters used for this preliminary project are specifically from expatriate to her parents back home, the larger project concept might include letters between friends and family in a wider variety of circumstances.

4. Describe types of materials to be digitized and number of each (i.e.: 6 books with a total of 700 pages, 600 black and while photographs).  Include format, condition, and any special handling requirements.  

The beginning collection is comprised of only 9 letters from a single individual to her parents home. The proposed project would be to solicit such materials from a wider audience. 

(I’m not entirely sure how I’d solicit these from other families. For the project, I had envisioned simply making it possible for anyone to add letters, entities and relationships to the search and visualization system, rather than digitizing and presenting a large collection of my own… so there are only a few right now.)
5. Do you have any existing descriptive information that could be used for searching these materials? In what form does this descriptive information exist (on paper, in a Word document, in an Excel file, etc.)

The only descriptive information would be prose summaries of the letters’ contents. Metadata would only convey basics such as sending and receiving parties, locations involves, and the dates of the letters. Markup within the letters would be much more detailed, containing complexly interlinked references to people, places and events.

6. How do you envision people accessing your materials?  Are their similar resources that you could give as examples?
There would be several ways to access the information, depending on the needs of the users and the search methods used. Marked up as hypertext, they would contain clickable references to entities such as people, places and events. Clicking people would provide options for seeing other letters that refer to those people, places they have lived or traveled, and friend and family relationships with other people stored in the database. Clicking places would result in panning and zooming an accompanying Google Map view to center on the location in question and pop up pin bubble to provide information about the place. Clicking on events might display that event in a Simile Timeline along with other events and pop a bubble with more information.

7. Describe the contribution you and your staff can make to this project.  Please name the project manager for your project.

I (Jonathan Tweedy) am currently the only person involved/interested in this project, but do possess the technical skills to create the basic system. If the project were to gain any larger-scale momentum, a digitizing/metadata staff would be useful, but this would not be necessary in the early stages of system development.
8. Are you expecting to receive external funding for this project?  Do you have funding sources in mind?  What is the date for submission for these opportunities?

Although I had not planned to take this beyond the scope of this class project, if I were to do so, then I would hope to find some sort of funding for approximately one year to develop the system and digitize, organize and mark up a reasonably large beginning collection to demonstrate its usefulness – perhaps a few hundred letters within at least 5 distinct sets of correspondences. (These would be my proposed technical goals of the project if I were to submit a real grant proposal.)

9. Other general comments, issues or concerns.

(As part of, I’d be interested in putting together some wireframes and some interactive features showing proof of concept… would that be an appropriate thing to include?)

10. Copyright Status 

Please refer to the Copyright Management Center at http://www.copyright.iupui.edu/quickguide.htm for information to help you determine the copyright status of your materials.  Below, please explain your understanding of the copyright status of the material.

___X__ Public domain



For older letters not covered by copyright, if any.

_______ Owned and controlled by Indiana University 

__X___ Owned by someone else, but permission secured



Ideally from the sender, but perhaps from the recipient when necessary.
__X___ Situation unknown or unclear

In cases of more recent letters for which no sender/recipient permission is available.

Copyright explanation:  


Ideally, it would be nice to have permission from the authors of the letters, however, in the case of their death (or other unavailability), then I would settle for permission from the recipient, who would be most likely to be in possession of these letters anyway. In the case of the preliminary sample set (Pat Tweedy to her parents), I have obtained permission from the sender - the ideal scenario.
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