Look, the world tempts our eye,
And we would know it all!

We map the starry sky,

We mine this earthen ball,

Setting is a basic characteristic of literature. Novels, short stories,
dramas, film, and much poetry—especially narrative poetry—typically
have an identifiable setting in both time and space. Victorian poet
Matthew Arnold’s “Empedocles on Etna,” for instance, is set in Greek
Sicily in the fifth century B.C. “Empedocles” was published in 1852.
Swinburne’s Tristram of Lyonesse (1882) is set in Ireland, Cornwall,

classical Greece and medieval Europe and the literary traditions the temporal and spatial settings of individual literary works, one can
inspired by those periods. Major Victorian poets, including Tennyson, map and visualize the distribution of literary settings across historical
the Brownings, Arnold, Rossetti, and Swinburne, provide a rich variety periods and geographic space; compare these data to other information,
of representations of classical and medieval worlds. But what does the such as year of publication or composition; and visualize networks of
quantifiable literary data reveal about these phenomena? Of the total authors and works sharing common settings. The data set is a growing
number of published works or lines of verse from any given period, collection of work titles, dates, date ranges, and geographic identifiers
or among a defined set of authors or texts, how many texts have and coordinates. Challenges include settings of imprecise, legendary,
classical, medieval, biblical, or contemporary settings? How many texts  and fictional time and place.

are set in other periods, such as the Renaissance, with which Robert
Browning was so fascinated? The data can answer these questions
and provide scholars with other insights into literary history. After
explicitly documenting (in XML code, a database, or other structure)

We measure the sea-tides, we number the sea-sands;

We scrutinise the dates
Of long-past human things,
The bounds of effaced states,
be lines of deceased kings;
We search out dead men’s words, and works of dead men’s hands;
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and Brittany, but in an uncertain legendary medieval chronology.

In the absence of a narrative setting, many poems are situated
temporally and spatially through allusion, metaphor, and other tropes.
Victorian Hellenism and Victorian medievalism are two frequently
discussed phenomena in Victorian literature. Many Victorian poets
were fascinated by the literature, history, and culture of ancient and
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The map here is based on a sampling of poems by Victorian poets Robert
Browning and Algernon Charles Swinburne. A prototype online version is
available at http://purloclcorg /swinburnearchive /vis /acsvis0002/.
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